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Apart from web content, PDF documents create significant barriers to accessing information. For a long time, PDF remediation services worldwide have been manually handled by many accessibility vendors. However, the scale of PDF documents being created surpasses the capacity of manual remediation, causing inefficiencies. The industry is innovating to address this challenge by automating aspects of the PDF remediation process. With automation, the manual remediation is becoming faster, more efficient, and responsive to the growing demands.




Some resources to help you get started with PDF Accessibility. Please use the comments to alert us to any resources that need adding to the list.




PDF Accessibility Resources




	PDF Accessibility Series Practice Files
	PDF/UA Reference Suite
 To serve as a reference for software developers and practitioners interested in best-practices for creating tagged and accessible PDF files, the PDF Association’s PDF/UA Competence Center has posted a set of 10 PDF documents conforming to PDF/UA-1.
Ranging from publications to transactional records, the collection represents a cross-section of documents reflecting the wide variety of uses for PDF technology.
The set includes the latest 1.02 release of the Matterhorn Protocol, the PDF Association’s definitive algorithm for PDF/UA conformance.
The PDF/UA Reference collection demonstrates correct tagging in a number of sophisticated cases, including:
	Complex table structures
	Content spanning multiple pages
	Interactive forms and JavaScript Links targeting structure elements
	Multiple languages within a single document

While each file in the collection complies with PDF/UA-1 many also comply with PDF/A-2, the archival standard for PDF. Note that PDF supports the use of additional structure elements that can be present but do not impact the content or logical stream interpretation or representation.



	Tagged PDF Best Practice Guide: Syntax
 A publication of the PDF/UA Technical Working Group, this document is intended for developers implementing tagged PDF and PDF/UA. Others (including authors with some technical knowledge of PDF’s accessibility mechanisms) may also benefit from this document.

This guide is also intended to be useful for those performing detailed accessibility testing on PDF documents claiming conformance with PDF/UA, or on PDF documents claiming to be accessible according to some other specification.

Keep in mind that as of today most PDF documents do not follow these recommendations.The latest update to the original Tagged PDF Best Practice Guide includes detailed guidance for all structure element types and attributes, and provides guidance for PDF 2.0.
	The Matterhorn Protocol 1.02
To promote adoption of PDF/UA by software developers and document testers alike, the PDF Association’s PDF/UA Competence Center developed the Matterhorn Protocol, a list of all the possible ways to fail PDF/UA.Following the requirements of PDF/UA, the document consists of 31 Checkpoints comprised of 136 Failure Conditions.The 1.02 release of the Matterhorn Protocol, dated April 30, 2014, provides minor editorial corrections. One checkpoint – 08-003 – is now designated 01-007.NOTE: The Matterhorn Protocol 1.02 (PDF, 339kB, 2014-06-26) is delivered as a PDF file conforming to PDF/UA-1 (ISO 14289-1) and to PDF/A-2a (ISO 19005-2). It is a reference-quality PDF/UA file.





Free PDF Accessibility Tools




	PAVE – Validate and Fix PDF Accessibility
 You can use PAVE to make your PDF documents accessible and to interpret conventional reader programs correctly. It does not change the visual layout of your PDF. The ICT Accessibility Lab of the ZHAW School of Engineering which developed PAVE, is making it available free of charge for personal use.
	PDF Accessibility Checker (PAC) Free PDF/UA checker
 The PDF Accessibility Checker (PAC) 3 is a freeware of the Swiss foundation “Access for all” for PDF accessibility testing. The features:

	a PDF/UA-check with all machine-testable checkpoints of the matterhorn protocol
	a screenreader preview for evaluating the logical document structure visually
	a view of the tag tree with all properties and attributes
	statistics concerning the document structure With PAC 3 – the worldwide first ISO 14289-1 (PDF/UA) validator – it is possible to evaluate the PDF/UA compliance of your accessible PDFs.Download PAC 3
 Download the newest version (only for Windows):




	Axes4
 axesPDF for Word empowers every Word user to create a top quality accessible PDF in seconds. Remediation is not needed anymore. Quality assurance becomes a no-brainer. The key is to use styles and templates that are optimized for accessibility. Everything else is done by axesPDF for Word.
	Grackle Suite End-To-End Accessibility for G Suite 
 Walks user through accessibility fixes in Google Docs. Save as tagged PDF, rearrange structure.
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ES05L62exVQ  
	pdfGoHTML 
pdfGoHTML is a free Acrobat Plug-in converting tagged PDF files into HTML supporting the ISO PDF/UA standard for universally accessible PDF documents and forms. One simple click on the plug-in button converts the tagged PDF into HTML that is opened in the default browser. In the resulting HTML different views can be selected to examine the tagging structure, have a more flexible reading experience or make the document accessible for people with visual disabilities or dyslexia. 

When opening a PDF file, pdfGoHTML immediately indicates whether or not the file is tagged and allows a one-button conversion into HTML in the default browser. Users can easily switch how the HTML is displayed to adjust it to their specific needs: browser default, structure tags, easy reader, inverted, low vision, and dyslexia.For those who need to evaluate the tagging quality of a PDF file, the ‘structure tags’ view in the exported HTML provides a very quick, intuitive quality analysis tool that shows where the tagging structure of a tagged PDF needs improvement. callas pdfGoHTML will substantially speed up the creation and evaluation of tagged PDFs, and ensures a much higher degree of usability of tagged PDF files.

	The Tingtun Checker
 The Tingtun Checker has been developed with support from PTS in the WTKollen project, and from H2020 in the EIII project and will provide services to web pages and PDF documents for accessibility.
 The page checker automatically detects barriers in Web documents (HTML and XHTML). It is intended to conform to the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 2.1 (WCAG2.1). The PDF checker checks the accessibility of PDF documents.
	CommonLook PDF Validator
 A 100% FREE AND COMPLETE PLUGIN FOR TESTING PDF ACCESSIBILITY
 Our free PDF Validator combines CommonLooks’ proven PDF technology and feature set into the perfect tool for testing and validating documents.





Commercial PDF Accessibility Tools




	Abledocs
Along with helping you create accessible documents from scratch, Abledocs can also be used to scan any existing PDFs to check for accessibility issues. You can even scan your entire website if there are multiple documents you want to check. 
	Acrobat Pro DC
Adobe Acrobat Pro is well known among those who create and access PDFs regularly. When you create a PDF with this software it adds descriptions to form fields, tags content and sets the tab order – just some of what’s required to create an accessible document. 
	axesPDF QuickFix 
 axesPDF QuickFix is your time-saving tool to check and remediate PDF documents during the process of making them fully accessible and compliant with PDF/UA, WCAG 2 and Section 508. Accessibility issues are easily found and most of them are fixed instantly with a single click.
	CommonLook – PDF Accessibility and Compliance
 CommonLook, a leader in PDF accessibility, provides software and professional services to help organizations achieve compliance with document accessibility standards, including WCAG, PDF/UA and Section 508.
	Equidox
This user-friendly but advanced PDF accessibility software ensures your PDF content is ADA, 508, and WCAG compliant. Scan existing PDF documents or send your documents for remediation. Users can sign up for a free trial to decide whether the solution is right for them.
	Foxit
Avoid compliance risks by setting up a live demo of Foxit. This PDF accessibility software is ideal for larger organizations that rely on PDF documents quite heavily. Panasonic, Intel, and Xerox are just a few of their clients.
	PDFix Desktop Pro
PDFix Desktop Pro is a comprehensive PDF accessibility solution for businesses of all sizes, but larger organizations find it particularly useful. PDFix Desktop Pro uses an AI engine to audit and remediate PDFs, turning them into fully accessible documents. The batch processing feature is ideal for businesses that deal with higher volumes of PDF documents and would prefer to remediate in bulk.
	PREP:
PREP is a sophisticated, AI-based PDF remediation software that enables businesses to create WCAG and ADA-compliant PDFs in minutes, by using its highly intuitive and accurate tagging system. The most complete document accessibility solution for a digital-first world
	Omnidocs                                                                                                                               With Accessibility Assistant by Omnidocs, you can create WCAG 2.2 compliant PDF/UA documents directly from Microsoft 365.





PDF Accessibility Communities




	PDF Accessibility for Documents and Forms on LinkedIn
	About PDF/UA (accessibility) on LinkedIn
	Accessible PDF on LinkedIn
	PDF Accessibility on Facebook




	Explore More on Digital Accessibility Insights
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		Raghavendra Satish Peri
				
			Raghavendra Satish Peri empowers enterprises with his expertise in digital accessibility and marketing. Through his impactful work, he collaborates with both small businesses and large enterprises, spearheading digital transformation initiatives. Raghavendra is the author behind the influential Accessibility Blog hosted at DigitalA11Y.com, where he delves into the intricate realm of digital accessibility and its significance.

Passionate about fostering change within the tech landscape, Raghavendra actively inspires local tech communities through engaging meetups and mentorship. He is the driving force behind HelloA11Y.com, a vibrant platform that unites accessibility professionals, developers, and enthusiasts, propelling the adoption of accessible practices.

Beyond the digital realm, Raghavendra seeks diverse experiences. You might find him exploring various cuisines at local cafes and restaurants or immersing himself in thought-provoking audio books. His insights and musings also find a home on his Personal Blog at raghava.in, where he shares his thoughts and experiences with a wider audience.
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		If you are in the process of building accessibility statement for your digital applications, then these accessibility statement generating tools might come in handy. It is not difficult to build an accessibility statement if you are some one who is working in the digital accessibility space for a while. But if you are a small…
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		According to W3C “Mobile accessibility” refers to making websites and applications more accessible to people with disabilities when they are using mobile phones and other devices. WAI’s work in this area addresses accessibility issues of people using a broad range of devices to interact with the web: phones, tablets, TVs, and more. Mobile Accessibility Testing…
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		In this post we provided a roundup of accessibility linters available What is a code linter? A code linter is a tool, usually a plugin or extension installed in your text editor, which watches and reports bugs in your code in real-time. Linters are available for a wide variety of editors, supporting any programming language….
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		The following browser extensions will help evaluate various accessibility testing tasks. This list is continuously updating so please feel free to add more extensions in the comments or notify if any of the extensions are outdated. Related Accessibility Resources Note: We have provided a definitive guide on how to perform accessibility testing using some of…
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		It is a sunny day. The sun is so dazzling in your eyes as you are walking in to your office from lunch. You want to finish up an email so quickly but your eyes are not so obedient to look at the computer screen as it has just entered a contrastive suddenness and they…

	

	
		
		
			
				Read More Foresee Your Colors: Tools to Evaluate your design for Color contrast Accessibility
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		A curated list of Enterprise accessibility tools that will enable automation of web accessibility testing across the website, generate reports , create visual dashboards & help in optimizing overall accessibility progress across the organization. Other Accessibility Tools

	

	
		
		
			
				Read More Web Accessibility Monitoring Tools Roundup
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					Missing on the commercial list is definitely Accessibility Assistant by Omnidocs.

With Accessibility Assistant by Omnidocs, you can create PDF/UA documents directly from Microsoft 365 (Word, PowerPoint, and Excel).

Accessibility Assistant is an add-in to Microsoft 365 (supported back to Office 2010 that audits the document and creates an intuitive “task list” with suggested solutions and an integrated PDF export feature for the users.

The software will guide you through the steps of reviewing the document, updating content and formatting, and ensuring that your document meets the requirements and standards of accessibility in PDF/UA.

You don’t need to have domain expertise in web accessibility in order to provide conform PDF/UA compliant files from your MS Office applications.

				


				Reply
			
		


			
		Leave a Reply Cancel reply
Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked *
Comment *
Name *

Email *

Website


 Save my name, email, and website in this browser for the next time I comment.

 Notify me of follow-up comments by email.
 Notify me of new posts by email.
 



Δ

	

	

			
					
		
	
		
Subscribe To DigitalA11Y Newsletter

	
		
			
				
										
						
							Type your email…						
											

										
						
						
						
						
						
						
						
												
							Subscribe						
					

				

			

					

	

	
Recent A11Y Articles

	4 WordPress Plugins to Enhance the Accessibility of Your WordPress Website
	Does WordPress Gutenberg Editor Require a Fix for the Call-to-Action Button Block? 
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Jen on Does WordPress Gutenberg Editor Require a Fix for the Call-to-Action Button Block? February 28, 2024It sounds like a good idea to submit a bug. The disconnect in user experience for AT users as well…



	



David Denedo on Does WordPress Gutenberg Editor Require a Fix for the Call-to-Action Button Block? February 28, 2024While links aren't technically buttons, I feel it's still a good idea to give them clear visual cues that encourage…



	



Rashmi Katakwar on The Home Link Dilemma: Who Wins? Design or Accessibility!February 28, 2024I personally find having an actual 'home' link more helpful for returning to the homepage than website's logo. As mentioned…



	



Carl Barton on The Great Accessibility Blogs RoundupFebruary 26, 2024Hi, thanks for compiling this great list. Would you consider adding our site https://www.horlix.com/news/



	



Mister Kayne on The Home Link Dilemma: Who Wins? Design or Accessibility!February 23, 2024I get it, good point
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